Predictors of relatives' attendance at a state hospital workshop on schizophrenia.
A prospective research design was used to identify patient and family variables that would predict relatives' attendance at an educational workshop on schizophrenia at a state psychiatric hospital. Data were collected from patient charts and telephone interviews with relatives. Thirty-two percent of the 84 invited relatives attended the workshop. Significant predictors of attendance included relatives' proximity to the hospital, previous number of visits with the patient, knowledge about schizophrenia, and familiarity with the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill. The findings suggest that a substantial proportion of relatives of the seriously mentally ill desire information and help in coping with their ill family member. Relatives' participation might be further increased by conducting workshops at more convenient sites and encouraging attendance by those less knowledgeable about schizophrenia.